WHY DEMOCRATS LOSE
 
_Rule from the Weak Foot: A Marxist-Leninist critique of the Democratic Party’s political strategy_
 
The four year loop ends/begins and once again the Democrats have snatched defeat from the jaws of victory in the electoral cycle. Admittedly, I am surprised the Democrats lost again to the same man after only eight years, but I am not shocked. In an echo of 2016, the Democratic incumbent was replaced by a former rival become functionary within their administration, a new candidate without an atom of charisma, to continue the ongoing halfhearted campaign against Donald Trump, specifically. His is the only wretched face not to change in the past twelve years.
 
This is an important fact in understanding the DNC and why it keeps losing.
 
Trump has become the primary antagonist in the Democratic psychodrama, performing the role of the Shadow of Americanism (from the Neo-Liberal faction’s Americanist perspective). He is the walking icon of the shape that every Blue Democrat, laboring under false consciousness, attempts to will themselves into not having the possibility of being. He is boorish, boisterous, and an unabashedly self-centered bandit for Imperialism, a dual Monopolist-Capitalist and politician, in many ways the modern Cecil Rhodes. Trump’s supporters follow suit in a mutually reinforced pattern with their representative, they make themselves more overtly Imperialistic.
 
Trump’s base, predominantly middle-class small shareholders and small business owners who are disenfranchised from macro American economics, have much to gain from a shaking (but not the actual sundering) of the American market and an obvious expansion of the United States’ imperial holding. They do not disguise their want to remove the current administration of big capital, the wholly synthesized syndicates of finance and industry, to replace the old guard with themselves as the new cast of financier-industrialist Capitalists and to throw open new markets through foreign intervention for the making of profit in Asia, Latin America and Africa. They support Trump because he seems to be what they wish to be, a Monopolist-Capitalist rising within Hegemony, and they support him for what he promises, to share with _them_ the plunder of the world. So, Trump’s supporters become more emboldened in their Imperialism, which then makes them more resemble the shape of the Neo-Liberal Shadow-Self. Trump himself (like his middle-class followers) only aspires to the ranks of the grand Monopolist-Capitalists, but he can proclaim his affiliation with the likes of Elon Musk to further sell the image.
 
The True Blue Democrat also is an Imperialist and member of the middle-class, but one who is comfortable with the present management of the Imperial system. They, fundamentally, are a functioning part of the greater American market, and the world-Imperialist market. They are the reserve of the Imperial administrative caste. So by extension their interests are the interests of the United States and the current managers of world-Imperialism. But, just as any caste of Imperial administrators throughout time, their group-mind had to develop a self-concept to justify their domination and exploitation of the world to the self. Like their forerunners, the Democrats relied on the belief in a certain innate Liberal moral superiority that was likewise popular in the middle-classes of the old French, British, and German empires of the 19th and early 20th centuries. A virtuous self given permission to plunder, justified through the self-concept of being a person spreading an abstract enlightenment and freedom. “For who better would their be to properly guide the development and distribution of production and its profits then one so educated and caring?” they reason. With this excuse in reach, stealing from the world hand over fist can be rendered “sensible” or “reasonable.” The political careerists of the middle-class can get their Democratic ticket by appealing to such moralist “concerns” at home or abroad in the “poor countries” controlled by dictators and bandits in turn ruled by their libidinal appetites and greed. In these political ghosts, the imagined or real autocratic exploiters (when real, often installed by the U.S. in the first place), the Democrat encounters the Shadow of Americanism, for such figures are the fruit and embodiment of themselves, their representatives, and their imperialist economic life. So, when the Democrat sees Trump or, more properly, his supporters, they see their own hated Shadow-Self walking in the world and are filled with a real, genuine hatred. It is a hatred rooted in a repressed hatred of injustice, but transmuted by the act of projection into a hatred that licenses injustice (as shown by the prevalence of homophobia in anti-Trump propaganda).
 
As with anything dredged up from the deep subconscious, this visceral hatred is highly exploitable–and exploited it is, by the groups of Liberal careerists and their public facing politicians with few reservations about their place in Imperialism and the work they do for the world-Imperialist front. To the DNC, Trump and Trumpism has been a political godsend. Through their propaganda they can cast Trump and his supporters as a barbarian hoard coming to trample all the forces and structures of morality that prevent the great power of America from being used by beasts. Then, the Democratic Party casts itself as the David fighting back these modern Philistines and their Goliath. In the spectacular struggle against Trump, the Democratic administrators can be freed from nearly all responsibility of action to their base. They are freed to work openly with Republican factions aligned with the Capitalist-Monopolist syndicates that support the various DNC elements, to both pursue Imperialism and shore up the fraying American union. All neatly shielded by the rhetoric of “all against Trump!” Herein is the economic basis of the “Resistance Democrats,” a phenomenon quickly sprouted in the 2016 cycle and already being drafted up again for this one!
 
But, to really sell the race for the White House as the Valley of Elah, the Democrats must always be at the brink of loss before pulling out the slingshot, and unlike David, they cannot afford to decisively win. Which, as we have just witnessed again, is precarious. The DNC does not, in fact, “want to lose” as the popular slogan says. The victory of Trump is something they _do_ wish to avoid, despite most appearances. He, as an entity, and the rhetoric he inspires, has a negative effect on the stability of American Imperialism. His brazenness about plunder, intervention, and saber rattling makes the subtle elements of the Imperial work more challenging. It is hard to convince American allies or client states about the benefit of alignment with America when the president can be expected to rescind any agreements and drop bombs on anyone at random personal whim. In addition, Trump’s economic collaboration with Russian Capital is an existential threat to American monopoly in the Middle-East and Europe as it empowers Russian Imperialists and the United States’ Imperial rival, the Russian Federation. But, the DNC’s current strategy is to play electoral Russian Roulette, and just like the first round in 2016 the Democrats pulled a hot chamber in 2024.
 
While the Blue Dog chases its tail, this leaves the question though of what the Communists should do with this state of affairs going forward. We should not delude ourselves that Democratic administrations would treat a serious Communist threat with the same polite magnanimity as they have open fascists. The fact that recent Republican and Democratic administrations alike treat purportedly Communist institutions and media with supreme toleration hints at the scope of the problem to be confronted. We should, as we should have done in 2016, _throw out_ the opportunist organizations from our movement. We must throw out the self styled “Leftists” and vulgar “Anti-Fascists,” and throw out the opportunist pseudo-Marxists groups and figures who, in the style of the old “economist” Mensheviks, argue for backing the ascendancy of the Trump-supporting middle-class. Absolutely do away with the obsolete and fundamentally Americanist CPUSA and DSA. Every “Communist” organization with “of America” or “USA” in its name. The vulgar “Anti-Imperialist” parties that divert back into the American Spectacle by running presidential candidates, as though Imperialism were only a “bad habit” of America. All of them washed away in our Red Flood.
 
Communists do not have a pony in this race. The Working Class as a whole does not have a pony in this race. The Masses in North America already realize this, as shown by the decrease in both Democratic and Republican turnout, showing them to be more advanced in their understanding than many “Communists”! We must capitalize on this, and swiftly!
 
We are to confront head on the contradiction of Imperialism, intellectually and politically, and work for the weakening of each link in the chain of world-Imperialism. Communists must excuse ourselves from the phantasmic politics of Imperial administration. We cannot work with Trump’s supporters whether in or out of power; they are the most reactionary and backwards of the middle-class and their goal is simply their faction’s domination over the withering American empire. Nor can we work with the new “Resistance” Democrats or whatever champion they rally around in each new cycle. The stability of the American union and its Imperial holdings is their paramount goal, which is wholly anathema to us. It is the cause for their cries for “unity” and “bipartisanship”. Any who agitate for unity with either faction is a bold opportunist. We must escape the centripetal pull of false “unity” and separate ourselves to move with the Working Class.
 
Free from Liberal Shadows, we can, wide awake and clear eyed, observe our local polity and perform social diagnostics on it. We do not _need_ to hate Trump; he is not our mirror darkly, evil goatee and all; he is simply an unmasked avatar of Imperialism. We do not need him as our beacon; we have our golden polestar in the reddening sky. He is merely our enemy, and so are his supporters in all forms, the plague-infested rats of Imperialism. The feckless DNC and the Liberals who keep letting these hyper-real losers win are no better. Indeed, the weak and waning middle-class, the dwellers in the shadow of the Bourgeoisie, are all scurrying vermin looking for the one ship that isn’t capsizing. For all of these we have no use for passionate feeling at all, simply cold iron contempt.
 
It is time to shed the false consciousness of the skipping anthem on repeat. Let us now be free from the phantasm of the election cycle, the illusory four-year “loop”. While Democrats aspire to chase the same rabbit around the same track forever, our course is outward. The dialectic advances. The arc widens. Revolution is not a loop, it’s a spiral. Our footsteps are relentless. And with each circuit we build Revolution until it is victorious.

Blossom of the Hundred Flowers∴
November 6, 2024
